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COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 

1. ..Minerals Local Plan 
 
At Cabinet, we have just accepted a report on the Minerals local Plan, which formalises the official 
acceptance of the plan showing the strategic corridors where mineral deposits are to be found and 
announcing a 6 week consultation period for residents to comment on the plan. 
 
This is quite separate from the allocation of sites for development, but does ensure two matters. 
Firstly, it alerts district planning authorities to areas of mineral deposits that we would not want to be 
sterilised by surface developments. Hence it should not happen that minerals will be needed below 
recent housing or industrial constructions. 
 
Secondly, it ensures that part of the planning conditions of any permission to extract minerals will be 
to ensure environmental enhancement of the site once it has been worked out. This may result in 
water based recreation, as with the planned rowing lake in Upton or enhanced biodiversity by 
appropriate planning and management of the site. 
 
The Minerals Local Plan can be found on the WCC website. 
 

2.  Transport strategy review  
 
Cabinet also approved a plan to review the passenger transport provision throughout the county, 
whether that be by bus, community transport or home to school provision. A 13 week consultation 
period has been announced, starting on the 13thJune and parishes are urged to take advantage of this 
consultation to let the County know of their needs and the extent to which current provision meets 
them. 
 
Clearly, we are concerned that some bus provision is declining and community transport may not be 
adequate to fulfil all needs. Parishes are encouraged to view the documents associated with the 
Passenger Transport Strategy on the WCC website and make appropriate comments directly or 
through your other representatives, not excluding your county councillor. 
 

3. Divisional Fund 
 

May I invite further applications for support from my Divisional Fund? This is £10,000 of your council 
tax money that is left for me to allocate to worthy causes benefiting the division – but not exclusively 
to be spent within the division. 
 
All allocations for the last 8 or 9 years can be viewed on the website, from which you may learn that 
many small organisations and clubs have benefited in the past, and I am keen that the most worthy 
should benefit in the future. 
 
As a principle, I prefer to offer no more than £1,000 to any one cause, and the money should not 
ordinarily be for a continuing commitment as opposed to buying new kit or materials or allowing a 
one-off event. 

 
 

 

Cllr Ken Pollock 

Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire, 

GL50 2BZ  

06.06.19 

 


