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COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

1. Corona Virus effects 

 

Your meeting comes just after the end of the latest national lockdown and the resumption of the 3 tier 

system, where Worcestershire will find itself in tier 2. This may be unsatisfactory in some ways, but 

we are grateful that the country is divided into counites, rather than regions. That said, splitting it into 

district councils would have been even better… 

 

You could spend the whole evening discussing whether this scheme is wise and justified, but it would 

essentially be ineffective. We have to do as instructed, and trust that this is brought about by the 

highest motives of wishing our society to be free of this scourge as quickly and painlessly as possible. 

 

The County Council is doing its best to provide help and grants to deserving cases, through the 

Here2Help website. Please visit there for more information on what is available.  

 

We are keen to encourage people to stay local and shop local. It is easy to resort to buying everything 

online and that might be convenient but also helps big multi-national organisations. We also need to 

support local shops that might otherwise go out of business permanently. 

 

Hence, we are making moves to assist setting up local click and collect services for those businesses, 

so we can continue to patronise our small local shops, rather than the big multinationals. The 

government has suggested it should be possible to find a way for pubs to serve visitors as if they 

have an off-licence, even if it means ordering in advance and turning up with your own containers for 

beer and wine.  

 

What happens after this tier system is anyone’s guess, so keep in touch with what is being 

recommended. Let us hope the plans for enjoying Christmas work in the way intended. 

 

2. County matters 

 

There was a full council meeting three weeks ago, which was held on zoom, but also live webcast as 

normal. A number of members of the public expressed concern about our progress on cutting our 

carbon output, and there was discussion on the zero carbon report from Cabinet. 

 

A notice of motion praised the importance for the economy and tourism of the county’s rivers and 

canals, while another wanted more time for motions, as some of the opposition thought the time spent 

on Conservative motions was disproportionate. That motion was lost. 

 

At the Cabinet meeting a week later, I presented a report that seeks to commission consultants to 

investigate whether we can start a “Wheels to Work” scheme encouraging people to hire bikes and e-

bikes from the county to get to work, where bus services are inadequate. The latter certainly applies 

to the Clifton area. If the report is positive, we may be able to create such a service, to help those 

without access to a car to get to and from work more easily. 

 

I have this week replied to a letter from the MHDC leader, Cllr Sarah Rouse, to thank her for her 

support for the idea and indicate that, if adopted, it will apply to the whole county and hence there will 

not be a pilot scheme in your district area. 

 



At the scrutiny meeting of the environment and economy panel three weeks ago, a number of 

members of the public were concerned about our plans for promoting active travel, i.e. walking and 

cycling. While the discussion was not detailed, it is worth looking at the agenda of the meeting on the 

WCC website to see the extent of the efforts we are making to encourage walking and cycling across 

the county. 

 

While there may be limitations of funding, the intention is to assist those who choose to walk and 

cycle wherever possible. That said, there has been a lot of publicity about ill thought out schemes 

being introduced quickly, often without consultation, and after extensive protests, some of these have 

been withdrawn. So far, the county has not got caught in that trap. 

 

The Environment Agency will start its local consultation on the plans to erect flood barriers in and 

around Tenbury, to prevent any further flooding. This year many premises and homes were badly 

affected, and the EA is keen to know of local ideas for how this can be prevented in future. I trust all 

involved will do their best to contribute. 

 

3. Local Matters 

 

I have been kept abreast of plans for a settlement in the village for older people. At some stage there 

was concern about vehicular access to a potential site. Given the amount of development that has 

taken place, or is planned to take place, in Clifton, I hope that this sort of issue that is decided by the 

County highways officers will not prove a blockage. 

 

I trust you will continue to let me know of any local matters that require my attention. We aim to 

continue working flat out on keeping the highways in good condition, as well as seeing broadband 

expanded across the county. Any difficulties on this and other matters should be reported to me, if not 

in the first instance, but certainly if you do not receive satisfaction. 

 

4. Remembrance Day 

 

It was a privilege to lay a wreath on behalf of the County Council during the attenuated service held 

outside St Mary’s church earlier last month. While this was a lesser event than normal, it was certainly 

worthwhile, remembering all those from Tenbury and the surrounding district who fell in the many 

wars over the last century. I am very grateful to the British Legion and all the church elders for 

enabling this simple ceremony to take place. 

 

We will remember them! 
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