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1. Brexit 

 

After 47 years as members of the European project, under various names, the UK left last Friday, the 

31st of January. This enacted the result of the 2016 referendum, but the exact nature of our 

relationship with the EU is still to be determined during negotiations that will run for the rest of the 

year. 

 

Whatever one’s position on Brexit, we must all hope that these negotiations are successful for the UK, 

and that our former partners in the EU will also be content with the arrangements. In this regard, it is 

worth restating that, while the EU is our biggest trading partner, they have a £95 billion annual surplus 

in their trading with the UK.  

 

Put another way that means they have a lot more to lose if trade is disrupted than we do, and that will 

no doubt be in their minds during the negotiations, no matter what public statements are made by the 

EU leaders. 

 

At County we have an officer designated to handle any local matters affected by our leaving the EU, 

and he will be seeking the most optimal arrangements for local businesses, to guarantee economic 

success under the new regime. 

 

2. Local matters 

 

On recent days I have twice driven up Hope Lane and can see how some motorists might ignore the 

30 mph signs and arrive at the area of housing at an excessive speed. I hope the planned 

measurements will prove this one way of the other and that then sensible measures might be put in 

place to reduce speeds where necessary. 

 

It is regrettable that there should be further disruption along Pound Lane for the developers to install 

appropriate drainage. I hope I will be kept informed of their performance and that no undue disruption 

is allowed. 

 

I recently had the pleasure of helping Caroline Palethorpe at Tenbury High Ormiston Academy in 

conducting dummy job interviews with pupils on the point of leaving the school. I was one of many, 

including your mayor, and I would like to put on record that this was a truly encouraging experience. 

The pupils were all highly motivated and clear on what they wanted to achieve, although by no means 

all heading for an academic future. 

 

It is very easy to criticise our schools and they are at times in need of such criticism. In this narrow 

area, however, THOA seems to be doing a very good job and I find that very gratifying.  

 

On a less satisfactory note, I was told that five pupils had been permanently excluded for drug 

offences. This left me concerned that Tenbury is part of this drug sub-culture, but also wondering 

what had happened to those excluded pupils. Apparently all five are still in some form of education, so 

that they have not been abandoned by the local authorities. Certainly, the school has learnt that the 

no tolerance policy will be applied, to the benefit of the whole school community. 

 

 



3. County Matters 

 

The first full council of the New Year was held on Thursday, 16th January. A number of decisions 

already made were reported on by the leader, Simon Geraghty, including the Passenger Transport 

Strategy, the Kepax Bridge, various aspects of the education system and child care, as well as 

preparation for Brexit. In addition, the leader summarised the year in his annual report, covering all 

aspects of the Council’s work.  

 

Last Thursday, the Council Cabinet met to approve the budget for the coming year. While income is 

restricted, meaning we need to adjust our expenditure in various areas, we still have a strong capital 

programme, and particular emphasis on improving roads and footways. These will attract substantial 

expenditure in the coming year, and we hope that their benefits will be noticed by all residents. 

 

I had the opportunity of presenting a report on our application for further funding the test the potential 

of 5G. This is a combined project involving Herefordshire and Shropshire, while being led by 

Worcestershire. The area around Tenbury was chosen because of it rural nature and the topography 

which will be valuable in assessing the use of 5G, as the radiation used is of relatively short range. 

 

It has two particular benefits. Firstly, it should improve mobile coverage in areas where it is 

traditionally poor, excluding residents in rural areas of the connectivity that we tend to take fore-

granted. Secondly, the improved connectivity is intended to allow remote monitoring of vulnerable and 

old people who might normally expect a visit from a social worker.  

 

If such technology allows a non-intrusive monitoring of such people, it might be able to reduce the 

amount and expense of social workers driving all over the county, often to find their visits were not 

needed. At a time when our ageing population is requiring more of such support, we are keen to see 

that the limited resources are deployed in the most efficient and effective fashion. 

 

The experiment will last for two years and we should hear in the near future whether we have been 

successful. 

 

You may be aware that the new Worcestershire Parkway station did not open in December, as 

originally planned. We anticipate that it will open in the very near future, once approved by the Office 

of Road and Rail, and will then prove a useful access point to the rail network, particularly for 

residents in rural Worcestershire, who would prefer not to have to drive into the city to catch a train. 
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